A    CHINESE    FORTRESS

who came from Urga and was soon returning there
with a bullock caravan. The Russian needed an
assistant and would probably engage me,

The following day was the day of the Chinese
autumn festival. The Chinese quarter was full of
merriment and jubilation, with religious processions
from morning till night. In the afternoon the
procession entered the temple court, which was
decorated with silk flags for the occasion. The part
of the temple facing the court had a sort of balcony
decorated with gold mouldings which served as a
stage and on which Chinese actors performed re-
ligious and historical scenes for the entertainment
of the populace.

After the performance the procession resumed its
journey, headed by priests bearing sacred vessels
and a sacred black horse walking under a gold-
embroidered canopy between grooms dressed in
red, yellow and blue. The canopy was carried by
ten powerful Chinamen. It was followed by another
canopy, beneath which sat a dignified idol.

In the evening the procession was more magni-
ficent still. The lanterns of the priests and the
people threw an eerie light on the forest of flags
carried by the procession and shimmered dully on
the gold of the sacred vessels and the idols* The
lanterns were made of the outer leaves of cabbages,
with candles in the centre,, and gave a ghostly
green light which fitted in with the monotonous
music and the murmured prayers of members of
the procession.